readerViews

11900 Jollyville Rd. #201673 + Austin ¢+ TX ¢ 78759
www.readerviews.com

For the Love of My Sister

Lynn Gallant Blackburn

Tellwell Talent (2024)

ISBN: 978-1779620699

Reviewed by Stephanie Elizabeth Long for Reader Views (11/2024)
5*- A story of sisterhood, love, and justice

In her book, “For the Love of My Sister,” Lynn Gallant Blackburn describes her childhood in
Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, as idyllic. Born and raised in a small, tight-knit community, she was
the eldest sister of three sisters she loved and doted on. After losing both parents early on, the
shared grief strengthened the sisters’ bond even tighter. Lynn, Lana, and Paula were getting in a
groove—with their flourishing careers, marriages, and expanding their family trees, the women
were finally enjoying life. But tragedy would strike their family again in 2005—this time, a
ruthless murder took one of the sisters.

When 35-year-old Paula’s life was snuffed out, a part of Lynn died as well. For years, she and
the rest of her family lived in fear, anger, and grief, frustrated that Paula’s killer was still out
there, living freely. Lynn advocated for Paula in every way she could—keeping the investigation
going, banging on the doors of government decision-makers, and ensuring Paula’s face would
not be forgotten.

They would get justice for her baby sister’s murder; there was no other option.

Lynn Gallant Blackburn has written a powerful memoir that does two things: it memorializes her
sister, and it addresses the need for more awareness regarding the prevalence of male violence
against women and girls. As with any memoir, the writing is personal and brimming with
emotion. Readers can expect to laugh, cry, shout, and everything in between as Lynn’s story
touches our hearts in a profound way.

Despite the tragedy that befell the Gallant family, the memoir’s overarching theme is love and
how it can carry you through the most tumultuous times. From their modest beginnings in their
childhood home on Coady Street, the Gallant parents nurtured Lynn, Lana, and Paula. They
surrounded them with a supportive village, people who rallied together when someone in their
community faced adversity. And in a lot of ways, this is how the family endured the agonizing
years following Paula’s murder.

Moreover, I was genuinely inspired by the author’s years of work advocating for others who
have suffered a fate like Paula’s. Lynn channeled her pain and made tremendous improvements
to support programs offered to murder victims® families. She spoke at various events and was
instrumental in developing a rewards program for unsolved major crimes in Nova Scotia. It1s a
testament to perseverance, what you can accomplish when you have love fueling your fire.
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“For the Love of My Sister” will appeal to readers who enjoy memoir/true crime books that
focus on family and justice. Moreover, the author has done an exceptional job of allowing a
horrific tragedy to catapult her into making meaningful change.



